



Tinkering With Stars & Stripes 
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tbruary the newspaper was 
to run stories on the fact 
f George C. McGhee, U.S. 
to Germany, had been 
thriving under the influence 
American and German 
arried the story. 
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supervision of the Army’s Chief of the 
Office of Public Affairs in Europe. And 
it earns part of its income by operating 
magazine and book stands with the 
government’s blessing. Under these 
circumstances, its editors must obviously 
exercise more restraint than newsmen 
on a completely independent publica- 
tion. 

Nevertheless the 53 cases of inter- 
ference cited, by Mr. Rumsfeld clearly 
demonstrate that government officials 
are meddling far too much with the 
Stars and Stripes. The regulations 
establishing this newspaper declared: 
“There will be no appeal to emotions 
detrimental to the interests of the 
United States or its government agen- 
cies,” but added, “This policy is not to be 
construed, however, as authority to 
impose or direct arbitrary censorship.” 

If the Pentagon wants to distribute 
a house organ, completely laundered 
and reflecting only the official views of 
the administration, it is free to do so. 
But as Mr. Rumsfeld declares, it should 
make this clear to readers and state in 
each issue that Stars and Stripes is a 
controlled, censored, and managed 
publication. If soldiers are buying a 
trained seal, the label ought to carry 
this information. 



